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II. — Itinerary from Tabriz to Tehran* via Ahar, Mishkin, 
Ardabil, Tdlish, Gilan, and Kazvin,in 1837. By E. D'Arcy 
Todd, Bengal Artillery, Major, serving in Persia. Commu- 
nicated by John Backhouse, Esq. 

[The following Itinerary was accompanied hy a map on the scale of 
six British statute miles to an inch, or t-sVttf °f tne natural scale : 
this has been reduced, and made use of in the annexed map of the 
north-western portion of Persia. The bearings in the Itinerary are 
all magnetic, and were taken with a Kater's compass ; the distances 
are in British statute miles, and estimated from the pace of a horse 
walking on level ground at the rate of four miles an hour. The posi- 
tions of latitude and longitude depend upon the town of Resht, which, 
according to the observations of Mr. BaillieFraser, is in 37° 17' 30" N. 
latitude, 49° 43' longitude E. of Greenwich. Part of the route was ex- 
amined by Colonel Monteith in 1827, but in this Itinerary many more 
names are given, with the advantage of being written according to one 
standard of orthography, for which see vol. vii. p. 245. — Ed.] 

Dec. 27th, 1836.— To Khojeh, j N. E. 20 m. On quitting Tab- 
riz, the road for about a mile runs along the right bank of the 
Bosmiyeh river, and then ascending, approaches the hills to the 
north-east of the city. At 6 m. reach the summit of the ascent, 
which is stony, and in some places exceedingly steep. The 
descent is shorter and less steep than the ascent, and leads into a 
fine cultivated valley. The road level and free from stones. The 
village of Khdjeh contains about sixty or seventy houses, and yields 
to Nasru-llah Khan, Seri Kesekli Bashi, to whom it belongs, 
300 tomans, J and 140 hulwans of grain yearlv. 

Dec. 2,8th.— To Kizil Kapan (Red Barn. T.) N. E. 20 m. 
After leaving Khdjeh, the country is covered with small isolated 
green and red hills, varying from 30 to 100 feet in height. At 
8 m. passed the village of Shebrek, three or four miles to the 
left of the road. At l6m. crossed a richly-cultivated valley run- 
ning N.W. and S.E., with a small hamlet at some distance to the 
right. Afterwards gently-undulating ground. A range of snowy 
mountains bearing S.S.E. The road level and passable for car- 
riages. The village of Kizil Kapan, half a mile to the left of the 
road, has suffered dreadfully from a late earthquake, which has 
shaken every house in the village. 

Dec. 20th.— To Ahar N. E. 8 m. East 12 m. The road 
gradually descends from Kizil Kapan into a valley. At 3 m. a 

* Properly Tihran (the pure), i being commonly pronounced e. See Uylenbroek's 
IracjB Persicse Descriptio. Lugd. Bat. 1822. 4to. pp. 13, 18.— F. S. 

f Khwajah (wnot sounded), pronounced Khojah, 'a husband, old man, preceptor/ 
by the Turks, with the stress on the last syllable. 

J A toman is worth about 16 shillings. A hulwan is an ass-load. 
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ruined karavanserai marks the commencement of a gentle ascent, 
about a mile in length, by the side of a small stream ; the descent 
for three miles is more abrupt. A ruined karavanserai stands at 
the foot of the pass. One mile beyond, the road turns to the east- 
ward, and follows the course of the Ahar river on its right bank. 
A range of hills to the north sprinkled with snow. The road, 
after clearing the pass, is excellent, being hard, level, and free 
from stones. Much cultivation ; wheat and barley on both sides 
of the river. 

The town of Ahar is the capital of Kara-dagh,* and the resi- 
dence of the governor, Mirza Mohammed Rahi'm Khan ; it con- 
tains about 700 houses, and has been surrounded by a wall, now 
in ruins. Mount Savalanf bears S. 71° E. distant 50 m. from 
Ahar. The range of mountains to the south of Ahar is called 
Kashka J by the people of the district. 

From Ahar to Ardabil, E.S.E. nearly, distance eighty- two 
miles, by the road. 

Dec. 30th— To Kishlak,§ S. 80° E. 10 m. At 4 m. the road 
crosses the stream of Ahar, and continues on its southern bank. 
From 4 m. to 10 m., a rich tract of country occurs, called Savalan 
Shami, about six miles in length and four in breadth, covered with 
cultivation, except in the vicinity of the river, which is reserved for 
pasturage. A range of mountains called Shaivek, distant about 
eight miles to the north of the road. At 9 m., passed the village 
of Kazeh Kond, containing twenty or thirty houses, situated on 
the left bank of the Ahar stream ; after crossing which, the road 
passes over a succession of ridges and ravines which descend to 
the river from the Kashka range, distant about four miles on the 
right, and crosses several small streams. Kishlak is a village con- 
taining about thirty houses. 

lVSeyyidler|| S. 85° E. 2 m. A small village half a mile to 
the left of road. 

Dec. 3lst.—To Kullah Bashi^j S. 60° E. 2 m. A small village 
to the left of the road, situated on the pinnacle of an isolated hill, 
at the foot of which flows the Ahar stream. It is surrounded by 
a wall, and contains about twenty poor huts. 

To Yengfjeh** S. 80° E. 9 m. For the first four miles the road is 
uneven and stony, over hills on the right bank of the stream. At 
4 m. the road quits the river, which flows to the N.E. to join the 
Kara Su. At 7 m. passed the village of Mizar, containing about 
twenty houses, situated on the spur of a hill to the right. After 

* Kara-tagh (T.)/ black mountain.' 

f Sayalan, or Sailan in Jihan-numa, p. 384. 

I Kashagha, or Kashaghi(T.), <a curry-comb.' § (T.) f Winter quarters.' 

|| (T.) 'The Seyyids,' ?'. e., Descendants of Mohammed.— F. S. 

% (T.) 'Chief Tower.' ' ** (T;) Little-New-Town, 
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leaving the river,, the road leads over undulating ground, sloping 
to the north, and richly cultivated with wheat and rice. 

To Suj Bulak N. 75° E. 3 m. A small village to the right, 
and another half a mile on the left. Half a mile beyond is the 
small village of Hawashi on the right, and half a mile further the 
village of Khanchel. Rich cultivation on both sides of the road. 

Jan. 1st, 1837.— To Ahmed Beglu N. 50° E. 4 m. A consi- 
derable village, situated on the side of a deep ravine running from 
the hills to the right in the direction of the Ahar river. 

To Karramau S. 85° E. 3 J m. Large village, with a fine stream. 
At 2 m. the large village of Mirkend half a mile on the right, and 
the small village of Zerdan Zamin at the same distance on the 
left. The village of Ush Tepah,* about a mile to the north of 
Karramau, and 1 m. beyond, the village of Iyak to the right. 

To Nasr-abadf E. 2 J m. Large village with abundance of water. 
A range of mountains sprinkled with snow about twenty miles 
distant, extending N.W. and S.E. 

Jan. 2nd. — To Barzil N. 65° E. 1J m. Large village with 
abundance of water. The residence of Rustam Khan, chief of 
Mishkin. Rich cultivation of wheat, barley, and rice, on both 
sides of the road. 

To 'All S. 80° E. 2J m. Large village, with fine stream. One 
mile beyond Barzil, the village of Khiyu to the right of the road. 

Jan 3rd. — To O'nar N. 60° E. 8 m. Large village surrounded 
by gardens and orchards in a valley running down from Mount 
Savalan. Abundance of water. The valley richly cultivated. 
Between 'All and O'nar is the vilage of Kara Kaya, about four 
miles to the left of the road, on the left or southern bank of the 
Kara-su.*! Within two miles of O'nar lies the village of Loro, 
about a mile to the left of the road. 

Twenty-two villages are said to be within a short distance of 
O'ndr, namely, Ldro, O'rdu-li, Jalir, Kangerlu, Dadibeglf, 
Sheikhlu, Kapakhah, Kadirli, Lumber, Lahak, Takhtabad, Arga, 
'Ali-abdd, § Kaviyet, ' Dashkesan, Noghdi 'Ulya, || Noghdi 
Sufld, ^[ Berazmiy&n, Arbab, Lajawah, Babiyan, and Shaab- 
u-d-din. 

O'nar yields 400 tomans revenue. Mount Savalan bears from 
O'nar S. 7° W. about 17 m. 

To 'Ali-aMd N. 40° E. \\ m. Small village. 

The Kard Su about three miles on the left of the road. From 
6 m. to 10 m. beyond O'n&r, steep ascents and descents occur. At 
9 m. is the ravine of Dujakh, which marks the boundary between 
Mishkin and Ardabil. 



* Uch tepeh, or tapab, (T.) Three Hills ? f Abode of Victory. (P.) 

+ < Black Water.' (T.) § * 'All's Abode.' (P.) 

|| Upper Noghdi. (A.) ^f Lower Noghdi. (A.) 
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Jan. 4th. — To Samarin S. 60° E. 17 m. Large village with 
abundance of water. Small village of Kurd Kishlak* on the left 
of the road. 

To Shahsewarf S. 35° E. 4 m. A considerable village. The 
village of Ban 2 m. on the right of the road. The Kara-su is 
about 2 in. on the left. Passed the two small villages of Gerjan 
and Sum ah. 

Jan. 5 th. — To Ardabil S. 45° E. 10 m. Rich cultivation of wheat, 
barley, and rice, between Samarin and Ardabil ; road excellent ; 
gradual slope of country from the skirts of Savalan to the 
Kara-su. 

The town of Ardabil has suffered much within the last two 
years from visitations of the plague, the population has much de- 
creased, and the town presents the appearance of a mass of ruins ; 
the fortress lies 500 yards to the E.S.E. of the town. 

There is a great deal of waste land in the vicinity of Ardabil, but 
much of this might be brought under cultivation at a trifling 
expense. The waters of Nohur, about twenty miles S. E. of 
Ardabil, are described as being surrounded by hills and having 
only one outlet ; but as there is no dam across this opening, they 
find egress at one season, and are thus lost. These waters are 
said to be sufficient to irrigate a tract of country that might con- 
tain a hundred villages, but which at present lies waste. The 
expense of a dam, according to Persian calculation, would be 
about 5000 tomans (4000/.) 

Mount Savalan J bears from Ardabil N. 85° W. nearly 25 miles. 

The plain of Ardabil is about 5000 feet above the level of the 
sea, from a rough experiment made with a thermometer, water 
boiling at 202° Fahr.§ 

From Ardabil to Germi in U'jarud, N.N.W. nearly; distance 
seventy-three miles by the road. 

At 3 m. passed the village of Chenzenek, with the village of 
'Ali-bulak adjoining on the right. Abundance of water; road 
perfectly level. A small tributary of the Kara-su passes close to 
these villages from the S.E. 

Cultivation of wheat and barley on both sides of the road. 

Jan. 14th. — Noadeh N. E. 10 m. A large village on the 
right bank of the Kara-su, which we cross. The river forms the 
boundary between Ardabil and Velkhi, but contains very little 
water at this season, while in the spring it is a considerable stream. 

b * Kurd's winter-quarters (T.)— F. S. f Royal-rider. (P.) 

% Mount Savalan was ascended by Captain Shee of the Madras Infantry and some 
other Englishmen in 1827, who state that water boiled at its summit at 188° of 
Fahr., which would give, says Colonel Monteith, a height of nearly 13,000 feet above 
the sea. See Journal, Vol. iii. p. 28. This requires confirmation, and it may be 
hoped that some of our countrymen wandering in Persia will obtain barometrical 
measurements for the height of this mountain. — Ed. 

§ Ardabil contained about 3000 inhabitants in 1822,~Ed, 
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Nami'n N. 35° E.5m. Village, the residence of Mir Kazim 
Khdn, chief of Velkhi, Astarah, and U'jarud. Abundance of 
water ; road excellent. Namin is situated in a ravine descending 
from the mountains to the N . E. * Between Nowahdeh and N amin, 
four villages on the right and right front, the road turns to the 
westward. 

Amberan N. 30° W. 8 m. A large and populous village on 
the right ; village of Ammigdn on the left. Abundance of water ; 
road passes over hills which slope to the west. 

At 2 m. road enters and ascends for 2 m. the ravine of Shatteh- 
derra, stony and bad ; the hill of Gerhlar, a holy place, to the 
left, and 1 m. beyond Kishlak. Descend 1 m. to Pila-Chai, or 
Pila-rud, a village of seventy houses, scattered along the banks of 
the stream which flows from the N.E., and gives its name to the 
village. The hamlet of Ushna lies 1 m. higher up the stream. 
Much cultivation near the banks of the river. 

From Pila-Chd'i the road turns due west, and at 5 m. enters 
a ravine. Sherif Beglu at 9 m. a large village on the right bank 
of a ravine. 

The range of hills which marks the Russian frontier, about 
eight miles on the right, extends N.W. and S.E. 

At 2 m. Rezi, a village of about twenty-five houses, on the 
right bank of a stream which has its source in the hills to the 
right, and flows towards the S.W. The village of Rahim Beglu 
2 m., and Khalifahlu 4 m. higher up the stream ; road excellent. 

At 6 m. cross in a north direction the ravine and village of 
Bak Chai, and gradually approach within 2 m. the frontier range 
of hills. 

At 9 m. cross the dry bed of the Cholpah Chai. The peak of 
Histir, the highest point of the frontier range, bearing E. 3 m. 

At 13 m. a ruined caravanserai ; the range of hills 3 m. on the 
right, called Dayiman. Low rounded hills to the left of the road. 

At 15 m. an opening in the hills, marking the northern extre- 
mity of the Dayiman range, and the commencement of the moun- 
tains of Kullah Bash ; road ascends. 

At 17 m. reach the summit of the pass called Agzi Gaduk, 
which marks the commencement of the district of U'jarud; an 
abrupt descent of two miles leads into a valley. 

At 20 m. the road turns N.E. and crosses some hills to the 
right. 

A large black stone called Beldash, to the right of the road, 
marks the summer encamping place of a portion of the Persian 
tribe of Peranbili. 

* That is, from Mount Shindan, distant only four miles to the N.E. ; and, accord- 
ing to Colonel Monteith, reaching the height of nearly 7,000 feet above the sea. See 
Journal, Vol. Hi. p. 26. — Ed. 

VOL. VIII. D 
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At 23 m. enter a defile, and cross the Dizdeh Chai, a small 
stream running from the eastward. 

At 26 m. the pass of Sukkal Lishli in a north direction : the 
descent steep and very stony ; the road turns to the eastward after 
clearing the pass, and crosses over some hillocks affording fine 
pasturage. 

Jan. 23rd. — At 30 m., Germi, chief place of the district of 
U'jarud, a large and populous village on the bank of a ravine ; 
the inhabitants chiefly pastoral, possessing large flocks of sheep 
and droves of cattle. 

From Germi to Permir, and thence, via Adina Bazar, return to 
Germi, distance thirty-three miles. 

At 5 m. Sengir, winter encampment of the Peranbilis; ravine 
running N. and S. from the hills called Jekir, with the village 
of Alazar (upper) on the east side. Much pasturage. 

Immediately after crossing the ravine, the road turns abruptly 
to the S.E. for 5 m., leaving the village of Tapah half a mile on 
the right, and crosses an offset of the Jekir hills by a steep ascent ; 
a gradual descent of 1 m. in a south direction, by a sheep track, 
rather than a road, with a deep valley immediately on the left, 
leads to Permir, a village of fifteen or twenty houses, situated in a 
deep glen ; abundance of water. The frontier said to be 5 m. 
distant to the south. 

Directly after leaving Permir, turned N.N.E., and continued 
along the left bank of the Permir Chai, which flows to join the 
Wa'isel Chai at 10 m. distance. 

At 2 m., Demir-chelu, a village of the tribe of Mirankuh. 

At 6 m., Duninkend, a kishlak of the Dilloghardalus. 

At I m., on the right, passed the site of O'rtakend, a small 
village ; 1 m. beyond, the site of A'talu ; and 1 m. further, the site 
of Hasan-abad, all three villages destroyed during the last summer 
by the Russians. 

At 10 m. reach the Adina" Cazur river, or Waisel Chai, and 
continue N.W. along its left bank; it here marks the Russian 
frontier, and at 8 m. below falls into the Balahrud, which flows 
to the N.E. 

After two m. along its bank, quit the stream, and ascend the 
hills in a S.W. direction; pass a kishlak of three or four tents, 
and at 8 m. reach the village of Alazar (lower), rejoin the road to 
Germi, and retrace our steps to Sherff Beglu, where we turn off to 
the S.S.E. for 7 m. over a good and level road to the village of 
Tagh-dizdeh Chai, containing twenty-five houses, built within the 
last four years. The ground gently sloping towards the Kara-su ; 
and at 12 m. beyond, by an excellent road, again reach the village 
of Namin. 

From Ndmfn to Enzelf, distance 114 miles. 



from Tabriz to Tehran. 35 

On quitting Namin, 1 m. to the S.E., is the village of Daderan, 
whence the road turns E. by N., leaving Khan Agha (old), on the 
right, and crossing the brow of a hill sprinkled with underwood, 
passes within about half a mile of Mount Shindan,* a per- 
pendicular rock, which marks the south-western point of Russian 
Talish. 

From this point the road descends through thick wood, scarcely 
passable at this season from mud and melting snow, leaving the 
village of Venabm on the brow of a hill, a quarter of a mile on 
the right ; 7 m. beyond is the hamlet of Haji Amir. An abrupt 
descent through thick underwood, till we reach the stream of 
Kala Kushi, a feeder of the Astarah river, which we cross, and 
continue along its left bank over the projecting offsets of thickly- 
wooded hills. The Kala Kushi is said to mark the frontier from 
its source near the mountain of Shindan to the point where it joins 
the Astarah river, which thence becomes the boundary between 
Russia and Persia, to its embouchure in the Caspian. 

At 28 m., having crossed and recrossed the river eight times, 
reach the village of Astarah, seated on each side the stream* at a 
quarter of a mile from its outlet into the Caspian. 

Feb. 1st. — To Hevi, or Hevir, south, 20 m- Fine, hard, 
level road along the sea-beach. A range of hills, three or 
four miles to the right, covered with a dense forest which 
stretches down to the water's edge. At half a mile cross the em- 
bouchure of the Khdjeh Kerri stream, which is said to contain a 
considerable volume of water after the melting of the snow ; at 
present it is fordable ; water up to horses' girths. At 7£ m. 
forded the stream of Buz Kusham, or Khan-rud, a village of the 
same name, said to be about two miles up the stream. Very 
little water at this season. At Q m. cross the stream of Levan- 
davil. At 10 m. that of Chilivand. At \6 m. that of Lemir, 
which separates Astarah from Kerganah-rud ; at 18 m. that of 
Chubar. 

Hevir, a small village half a mile from the sea, on the banks of 
a stream ;f the wood partially cleared, the houses scattered in 
groups, surrounded by rice-fields. 

At 6 m. from Hevir, cross the stream of Khutwah Serai, 
fordable at this season. At 1 1 m. a Russian fishing station at 
the embouchure of a small stream. Passed several other small 
streams, the names of which I could not ascertain. The coast 
forms a succession of fine bays, with forest down to the beach. 
Several Russian vessels at anchor two or three miles off shore. 

* The abandoned fortress of Shindan stands on the summit of a bare, isolated, and 
rugged rock, nearly 7,000 feet in height, and forms the leading feature of this range 
of mountains. See Journal, Vol. iii. p. 26. — Ed. 

t This stream will admit a vessel of fifty tons, says Colonel Monteith. Journal, 
Vol, iii. p. 26.— Ed. 

D 2 



36 Major E. D. Todd's Itinerary 

At 23 m. is another Russian fishing station of five or six huts, 
immediately after which the road turns to the west, and ascends 
by its left bank the Kerganah-riid (Kerganah river, P.) ; the path- 
way through thick underwood. 

The village of Kerganah -rud lies on both sides of the stream ; it 
is the winter residence of Bala Khan,* the chief of the district. 
The houses are scattered amongst half- cleared thick wood and rice 
cultivation. 

Returned by a narrow pathway through the forest to the sea- 
shore. The district of Kerganah-rud ends, and that of Asalim 
begins, about a farsakh to the south of the Kerganah-rud. 

Seven miles beyond is a small village in the district of Asalim, 
under Mustafa Khan, about a mile up a stream of the same name. 

Road similar to that of yesterday. Hills about two miles dis- 
tant from the shore, their offsets projecting into the sea, with fine 
bays between the points. 

Hills and forest gradually recede from the shore. Road con- 
tinues along the sea-beach. 

At 14 m. from Kalah-serai, is the village of ChaVbijah, nearly 
depopulated by the plague. Forest gives place to swamps and 
brushwood. Soon after leaving Chai-bijah, the road enters upon 
a tongue of land, 13 m. long, and varying from 300 to 600 yards 
in breadth, extending in an E.S.E direction, which separates the 
Caspian from the Mudab,f or backwater. 

Road excellent ; a sandy ridge hides the Caspian from view. 

Enzeli, or Inzili, is a town of 200 houses,^ situated at the 
eastern extremity of the sandy spit ; the houses are scattered over 
a space of half a mile in length, and separated from each other 
by reed enclosures. Here is a tolerable bazar, the population 
chiefly Russian. A narrow strait, about 500 yards broad, divides 
the tongue of land upon which Enzeli is built from a similar 
strip of sand called Kazeran. There is not depth of water in the 
entrance to admit vessels of any great burthen into the bay, as it 
seldom exceeds five feet. At some seasons the water of the bay 
is so fresh as to be drinkable, there being, it is said, about seventy 
streams that discharge themselves into it. 

From Enzeli to Kazvin, distance 1 14 miles. 

S. 35° E. 11 m. leads across the Mudab, or backwater, to 
the southern shore, which is covered with thick underwood, and 
ascend the Ydderud, a small winding stream not more than fifteen 
yards broad, to the landing-place at Piri-bazar (old man of the 
market, P.), so named after Pir Hasan, a saint who lived here in 
the reign of Shah Ismail. 

* Upper Inn. (P.) f 'Amud-ab ? 

+ Two thousand five hundred inhabitants, says Colonel Monteith, in 1827. See 
Journal, Vol. iii. p, 1 8,— Ed, 
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The road for the next 5 J m. is through a quagmire,, the mud 
of which is in some places up to the horse's girths. Dense wood 
on either side. Such is the communication between its sea-port 
and Resht, the capital town of the province of Gilan. The pre- 
sent town of Resht* is comparatively modern ; it was built near the 
site of a more ancient city about 350 years ago. The date of its 
foundation after the Hijrah being preserved in its component letters 
t » > * by their numerical value, j 

On quitting Resht in a S.S.E. direction, forded a small stream, 
and continued along a made road in tolerable repair, although in 
some places it has been cut through by streams, aud rendered 
nearly impassable for laden mules. 

Du Shambeh-bazar (Monday market, P.), at 8 m., is a small 
hamlet. Diverged to the left at Du Shambeh-bazar leaving the 
high road which leads through Jehennam (Hell), a quagmire 
said to be utterly impassable at this season, and followed a cir- 
cuitous pathway over rice-fields, ditches, and marshes, through a 
wilderness of mulberry-gardens, interspersed with detached huts 
and small villages. 

At 6 m. reach the village of ' Ain-yeh Ver, or 'Ain-weh Vezan, 
on the north-western bank of the Safid-rud,^ and follow its course 
upwards in a S. W. direction ; the road excellent, hard sand and 
gravel along the bed of the river, which is here about 400 yards 
broad; the water at this season flows in numberless channels, 
which cross and recross the road at every half-mile; all these 
are fordable. The principal stream a quarter of a mile to the 
left of the road. 

At 8 m. beyond, are Imam-Zadeh H£shim,§ and Caravanserai, 
the former perched on the knoll of a wooded hill to the right 
of the road, the latter is the work of the Mo'temidu-d-dauleh, 
late governor of the province. It is as yet unfinished, but work- 
men are employed upon it, and it promises to be a substantial and 
useful building. 

The road continues along the left bank of the Safi'd-rud, and 
round the slopes of wooded hills on the right. On either side of 
the stream are hills covered with forest down to the water's edge. 
On the left, the mountain of Derfek-dagh, distant about seven 
miles, covered with snow. 

At 16 m. Rahdari,|| or Custom-house station, in a narrow pass 

* Resht contains a population of 50,000, and is the most flourishing place in 
Persia, says Colonel Monteith, in 1827. Mr. Baillie Fraser states its population from 
60,000 to 80,000, in 1834.— Ed. 

t Ra=200— Shm-300— Ta = 400=900 ; but A. H. 900=A.D. 1495. 

I White River. (P.) § Iman's Son Hashim. (P.) 

|| Rah-dar, " road-keeper," « guardian of the road ;" whence rah-dari, *' the office 
of guarding the roads," the toll levied for their protection, and the place where the 
toll is collected. 
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below the rahd&ri ; to the left, the Safid-rud runs through a 
narrow channel with abrupt rocks on either side. 

At 20 m. a village surrounded by rice-fields, one of a group 
consisting of six or seven villages, called Rustam-abad.* 

At 22 m. the road winds round hills ; the Safid-rud flows in an 
undivided stream to the left at some distance below the road. 
Forest gradually disappears; the hills on both sides of the stream 
sprinkled with juniper and willow. 

Rud-bar (stream, P.) at 28 m. is a large village^ the houses 
and bazars scattered amongst a forest of willows. Shortly after 
a difficult pass occurs, bluff rocks on either side the stream reach 
down to the water's edge ; road stony. At 4 m. cross the river 
by a bridge of brick and stone, of seven arches, called the bridge 
of Menjil, built by the Sefevis, partially destroyed in the time of 
Nadir Shah, and rebuilt by Suleiman Khan-kaj6r about forty 
years ago. The two centre arches have been lately carried away 
by floods ; the piers, which are still standing, are connected by 
beams and planks. The junction of the Kizil U'zan flowing from 
the west, and the Shah-rud from the S.E., takes place about a 
mile above the bridge. The united streams take the name of 
Safid-rud. The road, after crossing the bridge, turns abruptly to 
the S.E., and leaves the latter river. 

Menjil, P. (for Menzil, i. e. Station), is a village of sixty houses, 
about 1 1 m. from the bridge, and \ m. from the right bank of the 
Shah-rud. Menjil | is the last village of Gilan, being on the 
boundary-line between that province and 'Irak 'Ajemi. 

The road leads over low hills, occasionally descending to the 
right bank of the Shah-rud. Willows and rushes to the water's 
edge. 

Much cultivation. A range of snowy mountains in the S.W., 
eight or ten miles distant. 

At 12 m. from Menjil, cross to the left bank of the Shah-rud 
by a bridge of masonry. Shortly after the road quits the river 
and ascends for one mile the left bank of a small tributary, 
called Varalu-chai, to a caravanserai, called Pai-chinar, or 
Plane-tree-foot. (P.) Thence cross the Varalu-chai and ascend 
the face of hills on the right by a steep ascent. 

Kharzan, at 8 m. beyond, is a village and caravanserai, the 
latter a fine building erected by the Mo'temidu-d-dauleh; 
gradual ascent ; the road in some parts is steep and covered with 
snow, and for 8 m. farther continues ascending mountains, covered 
with deep snow. 

* RustanVs abode. 

f Menzil is about 800 feet above the level of the sea, or 900 feet above the Cas- 
pian, and here and in the pass of Rud-bar are the only places in which the olive is 
indigenous. Monteithin Journal, Vol. iii, p. 14, — Ed. 
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At Mazrah, a village, end of ascent. The plain of Kazvin 
visible from the summit of pass. Descent gradual ; snow dimi- 
nishing. 

Three miles beyond is a deserted village on right ; road leads 
over low hills ; gradual descent for two miles farther, when the road 
leaves the hills and enters the plain of Kazvin. Pass the hamlet 
of Agha Balm on a small stream flowing from the N.E., and an 
hour after leave the village of Nizam-abad half a mile on the 
right. Six miles farther, by a level road, the latter part through 
vineyards, we approach a large town surrounded by a wall and 
ditch, and enter the city of Kazvin. From Kazvin to Tehran the 
distance is about ninety miles, in an E.S.E. direction, the high 
road leading through a long valley better cultivated than is usual 
in Persia, and bounded to the north by the lofty range of El-burz. 



III. — Extracts from Notes, made during the Campaign toKos- 
tantinah, in September, 1837. By Major Sir Grenville T. 
Temple, Bart., M.R.G.S., and Member of the Scientific Com- 
mission attached to the French Army in Africa. Read Fe- 
bruary 12th, 1838. 

Kostantinah, October QOth, 1837. 
September 19th, 1837. — I landed at Bdnah : on approaching 
the town and off a point of land lie two rocks called " the Lion," 
from correctly representing, when seen from a particular spot, a 
lion couchant. Bonah,* the ancient Aphrodisium, is called in 
Arabic ' Annabah, j " the place of jujubes." The town was de- 
stroyed in 1^32, but is now rebuilt ; the streets have in several 
instances been widened and carried in straight lines. Many good 
houses have been constructed, and good shops, reading-rooms, 
coffee-houses, restaurants, and even a theatre established. The 
walls by which it is surrounded were erected in 450 of the Hijrah 
[a.d. 1058.] The ruins of Hippona\ are distant a mile, standing 
on mamelons between the waters of the Sebus§ and the Beji- 
mah. The cisterns are very considerable. I made a plan and 
took drawings of them. I also observed the site of a theatre, 
which has never been noticed by other travellers. The bridge 
over the Bejimah is of Roman construction, and lately repaired. 

* Bonah is an ancient Arab name, Idrisi (Jaubert) 246, &c. — F. S. 

f From'Aneb; Zizyphus jujuba. — F. S, I The ancient Hippo. 

§ Tne MS. of Sir G. Temple contains many names of places in Arabic, but as 
the words have been strictly rendered in the Roman character according to the stand- 
ard adopted by the Society, as given in Vol. VII., p. 243, it has not been thought 
requisite to print them also in Arabic ; — the MS. is preserved for reference in the 
library of the Society, — Ed. 
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